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When Parvesh Java approached Anthony Gomes with the idea of celebrating Robert Schumann’s bicentenary, neither knew what was in 
store. The timing was perfect because the Gomes family had been looking to memorialise John Gomes, the man responsible for Furtados. 
It was Anthony who suggested exploring the possibility of an annual piano competition. Back then, the two barely knew each other, but 
something felt very right and together they went on to create Con Brio and the first festival was called Schumania. Today we embark on the 
tenth edition of the festival and, again, what perfect timing that it’s the other great Schumann’s bicentenary – Clara! So we hark back to the 
title of the first year and offer you More Schumania where we celebrate Clara by showcasing the work of women composers right from the 
eleventh century till the twenty-first: an outstanding group of which she is undoubtedly the most outstanding member. Clara was really 
the first woman who was able to, in her lifetime, achieve equal status to her male counterparts: not only as a composer but also as a pianist, 
thereby paving the way for women composers and instrumentalists to enter the mainstream as professionals. Each concert of the festival 
includes a work by Clara and begins with an invocation composed by Hildegard von Bingen, the eleventh century nun who is the first 
named composer in history, male or female.

This festival has been made possible thanks to the efforts and generosity of innumerable people and organizations. We wouldn’t have even 
gotten through one year, let alone nine, had it not been for the support of the The National Centre for the Performing Arts. They gave the 
festival a home and have worked tirelessly towards its smooth running. We would like to extend a special thanks to Farrahnaz Irani and 
Zenobia Bhada for all their suport throughout the year while the festival is being planned and to Sakharam Gawde and his team for their 
hard work during the days of the concerts. Of course, the concerts are just the end product. Behind the scenes, several people come together 
to provide an environment to the musicians in which they can thrive. Pheroza, Jamshyd, Raika and Navroze Godrej have opened their homes 
to the festival since the very first year and housed numerous musicians, provided spaces to rehearse, and given us the best post-concert 
celebrations we could have asked for!

Marialena Fernandes and Paul Stewart have been critical to the festival since its inception in 2010, joined a year later by Mark Troop and 
Patricia Rozario. These four outstanding musicians, driven by their commitment to supporting the activities of local musicians, have made 
a tremendous contribution to not just Con Brio but the overall development of Western Classical Music in India. This year, we would like to 
thank Ranko Markovic and Rehaan Engineer for accepting our invitation to be a part of the festival. Friedrich Kleinknecht, who was one of 
the intial ideators for a festival to celebrate the birth bicentenary of Robert Schumann, deserves a special mention. Friedrich said that “in 
music, like in football, you don’t change a winning team” and if you look at the pictures from Schumania in 2010, we are thrilled to say that 
our winning team from the first year is still an integral part of the festival, joined by several others. You will find pictures from each year of 
the festival in this brochure and the back cover is the cover page of the brochure from our first edition.

Over the past ten years, through our home-grown festival, we have made so many friends, learnt and shared so much good music (and 
so much of it rare and unique), widened audiences’ limits of western classical music, given so many musicians a chance to share their 
artistry and created a family of talented and passionate musicians in India. Last year, all the love that so many people have put into this 
venture since its inception culminated in the ability to present a high quality festival which rested solely on the shoulders of young Indian 
musicians. We are filled with gratitude towards the numerous musicians, audience members, administrators and friends who have made all 
this possible and look forward to newer horizons in the coming years.



John Gomes’ contribution to music in India has not been in the role of a performer or teacher. 
He had often said, the only music he could “play” is the gramophone. Rather, it is through his 
print music and musical instrument shops, Furtados, that he had played a significant role in the 
development and promotion of western music and music education in India. John purchased 
B X Furtado & Sons in 1953, and L M Furtado & Co in 1959. Despite many hardships, including 
the complete prohibition of imports of musical instruments during the 1960s and 1970s, John 
persevered with the music business. The few competitors to Furtados all closed shop, and he 
was aware that there were no other importers even interested in taking the risks associated 
with this small and limited market. Diversify he did, into the retailing of sporting goods and the 
running of a very successful printing press which generated most of his income, but the music 
department always received careful attention and maximum resources despite its modest 
returns.

It was in the same spirit that John accepted the responsibility as Local Representative of the 
Mumbai Centre of the prestigious Trinity College of Music, London (now Trinity College London). 

He was honoured with Honorary Membership of the College in 1987. Liberalisation of the Indian economy in the early 1990s opened up 
new avenues and opportunities for western music in our country. Imports were now permitted, albeit at rather prohibitive duties, and, 
under his leadership, Furtados took the initiative in the imports of a wide range of musical instruments and accessories from all the major 
manufacturers of the world at reasonable and affordable prices.

In 2003, just a few days before his passing away, John Gomes was decorated with the Stop Gaps Cultural Academy “Lifetime Achievement 
Award”, presented in appreciation and acknowledgement of his service to music and music education in India.Today, the future for western 
music in India is both positive and challenging, and, for John, this would have been all the reward and accolades he could ever have wanted.

Furtados has evolved into a one-stop shop for the music oriented; be it the beginner-student, the tutor or the virtuoso. It has grown into 
a household name in music and is a familiar name to almost all musicians across the country. Its growing stature in the field has seen the 
organisation spread its roots throughout the country, through a growing retail network of 22 showrooms and over 350 dealer outlets. 
In its 150+ years of existence, Furtados has left a trail of not just satisfied but delighted customers, made possible by its progressive 
and professional management that drives a team of committed employees, numbering over 200 country-wide. Not only does it make 
available world-class products at affordable prices but also proactively invests in the development of musical knowledge through teacher-
training workshops, master classes, clinics, demonstrations and exhibitions, and the sponsoring of local talent and artistes. In its changing 
personality, Furtados has progressively widened its range and scope of services, and presently holds a record number of international 
dealerships for top-of-the-line brands in music. Instruments are imported from all across the globe. Music books are imported from 
virtually every major music publisher.



In January 2011, Furtados launched a publishing joint venture with one of the world’s leading music book publishers, Music Sales Ltd, 
UK.The new company, Music Sales Furtados (India) Pvt Ltd, is focused on publishing Indian editions of best-selling music books, especially 
those dealing with education (tutors, technique books, etc), as also on developing local content by identifying and bringing into print 
music composers of Indian origin residing in India. In 2011 Furtados School of Music (FSM) was launched to provide quality and organised 
music education to students and aspiring musicians across India.With the help of a path breaking international curriculum for the Piano, 
Keyboard, Guitar, Drums and Violin they have been able to bring music to and currently teach over 70,000 students in 200 K12 schools and 9 
stand-alone centres.


























